
 Thu. Oct. 1 Volleyball at A.R. Johnson 5:0 

 Fri. Oct. 2  Football at Harlem 7:30 

 Mon. Oct. 5 Homecoming Assembly during 

   2nd period 

 Tue. Oct. 6 JV Football at Laney 6:30 

 Wed. Oct. 7 Club 1 Day   

   Parade 

 Fri. Oct. 9  Last Day of First Nine Weeks

   GA High School Graduation       

   Re-test   

   Pep Rally 7th Period  

   Football Home vs. Lakeside  

   7:30 

 Sat. Oct. 10 SAT and ACT   

   Region 3AAAA Volleyball Tour-

   nament   

   Competition Cheerleaders in 

   Carrollton, GA. 

 Mon. Oct. 12 Band Boosters Meeting 6:00 

   Band Room 

 Tue. Oct. 13 JV Football Home vs. Westside 

   6:00 

 Wed. Oct. 14 PSAT for all 10th Graders 

In order to verify telephone records and provide this communication tool most effectively, we will 

need up to date telephone numbers.  If your number has changed please call our front office and let one 

of our administrative assistants know your most recent telephone number. 

 Ms. Suzann Dykes, one of our teachers, initiated a program whereby six students are selected 

each month by their teachers as Students of The Month.  For the month of September the following stu-

dents from the World Language Department were selected: Highest average- Pate Parham, Kimberly 

Hoffman; Most Improved-T’Keyah Anderson, Jelani Ledbetter; Character-Enuique Smith, Kym DeSilva. 

These students were recognized by having their pictures posted on the Student of The Month bulletin 

board and were also treated to a luncheon at the Pizza Joint with special guest Mayor Deke Copenhaver.  

Attributes that these students exude are outstanding character, honesty, leadership and a desire to ex-

cel. 

 In closing I want to remind you that we are working diligently everyday to ensure that we are 

providing your child with every opportunity to learn in a safe environment that is conducive to teaching 

and learning.  If your child is experiencing academic difficulty, do not hesitate to call the Guidance Office 

and set up a conference with his/her teacher(s). 

Sincerely, 

Tim Spivey 

Principal 

ARC Event Dates for October 
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 Wed. Oct. 14  Science Predictor Test 11th 

cont.  Graders   

   Club 3 Day 

 Fri. Oct. 16 Football Home vs. Glenn Hills 

   7:30 

 Sat. Oct. 17 Outside Grounds Work Day  

   9:00 to 12:00 

 Tue. Oct. 20 Early Release Day/  

   Parent Conferences 

 Wed. Oct. 21 Professional Learning  

   Day/Student Holiday 

 Thu. Oct. 22 Report Cards Go Home  

   10th 11th and 12th graders 

   Freshman Parent Night  

   6:00 

 Fri. Oct. 23 Football at Cross Creek  

   High School 7:30  

   Ice Cream Social for all  

   Honor Roll Students 

 Sat. Oct. 24 SAT/ACT 

 Wed. Oct. 28 Club 3 Day 

 Fri. Oct. 30 Football Home vs. Hephzibah 

   7:30  



The IB Target 

 

Open House 2009  

Thanks to all parents, students, and faculty/staff who made Open House 2009 a success!  In addition to meeting 
teachers and traversing the halls, opportunities were given to join the ARC/IB Parent Support Group, ARC Athletic 
Booster Club, and CAS organizations. 

 

IB Juniors at Redcliffe Plantation  

On September 3, 2009, all IB Juniors traveled to Redcliffe Plantation State Park in Beech Island , South 

Carolina .  The students participated in a workshop centered on the Document Based Question.  This is a 

skill vital for success on both AP and IB Assessments.  

Students were led by Ms. Laney (park director) and were exposed to a plethora of primary documents.  

An example is the comparison and contrast of the mansion and the slave quarter.  The acknowledgement 

of homes as a primary document was novel to many students!  In addition, Ms. Laney introduced us to 

many of the people who lived on the farm through meticulous records, personal letters, maps, and other 

primary and secondary sources.  This was truly a trip in which we encountered History through action!  

(visit the IB webpage on ARC’s homepage to view pictures) 

 

Naturalization Ceremony       

The Honorable Randy Hall extended an invitation to our IB Juniors to attend a Naturaliza-

tion Ceremony.  The ceremony took place on September 16, 2009. Kathy 

Drawdy, Treyelle Price, David Cordaro, Jameka Terrell, Cortlin Yancey, and 

Bryce Pearson attended. Mr. Hallman and I chaperoned.  We witnessed 13 people from 9 

different countries become US Citizens. What an awesome experience!  Thank you Judge 

Hall!      

Creativity, Action, Service  

Teacher Spotlight  

Mr. Gamblin (IB Psychology Teacher) will be serving our country in the Middle East for the 

next year.  He has been a vital member of the ARC Staff for over ten years and has recently 

coached the Cross Country and Swim Teams.  We wish him the best of luck and a safe return!  

 

 

Mr. Johnson is our new coordinator for CAS.  He is busy finding CAS opportunities for our students and 

updating the CAS page on our website.  Please visit this vital resource if you have CAS questions.  You 

can also contact him at:  johnske@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us.  

mailto:johnske@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us


910 Russell Street 
Augusta, GA 30904 

Academy of Richmond County 

Academy of Richmond County 
The oldest chartered high school in the United States, founded in 1783. 

Be proud of the great history and tradition of ARC.  It continues to serve as an 
inspiration to all who attend.  

Weôre on the web 

http://arc.rcboe.org 



Dear Parent(s), 

 Early morning chills in the air, the smell of leaves burning, and of 

course Saturday college football are all signs that the fall has finally arrived 

and that we have survived another hot summer.  The fall is also a time when 

our school is in full gear with academic, athletic, and other extra-curricular 

activities.  I am very proud that the majority of our students are taking ad-

vantage of all the extra-curricular activities that ARC has to offer.  Currently 

we have an enrollment of 1323 students and of that number we have approxi-

mately 100 involved in band, 96 playing football, 30 girls on the volleyball 

teams, 20 girls playing softball, 15 students participating in cross country, in 

the ARC chorus and 250 students in our JROTC program.  We have many stu-

dents involved in over 30 clubs that meet during homeroom three Wednesdays 

each month.  I am very pleased to have so many of our students taking own-

ership of their school because research indicates that students that become 

involved in activities at school enjoy greater degrees of academic success.  For 

a listing of our clubs please go to the ARC website.   

October is the beginning of standardize testing for many of our stu-

dents.  Testing is a means to determine the amount of knowledge that our stu-

dents have acquired over the short term and the long term. The SAT, PSAT, 

Writing Test (11th graders) and Georgia High School Graduation Retests are 

examples of some of the tests that are administered this time of year.  A com-

plete list of tests and tests dates is located on our web site.   

As you know, we are closing in on the end of the first nine weeks of the 

school year.  The first nine weeks grading period will end on Friday, October 9 

with report cards for 10th, 11th and 12th graders being sent home Thursday, 

October 22.  We are hosting a Freshman Parent Night that same evening (6:00 

PM).  We will not send report cards home with our ninth graders but will dis-

tribute them to parents that evening.   

 Our ability as a school and School District to communicate with stu-

dents, students’ parent(s)/guardian(s), faculty, and staff has been significantly 

enhanced. Through a collaborative arrangement with Global Connect and their 

School Communication System you have been and will continue to receive 

telephone messages from the Richmond County School System Central Office 

and from ARC which will keep you informed of testing days, student absences, 

school activities, important dates, and student events. 

This unique communication tool can also be used in the event of an 

emergency situation. A message describing the event or providing specific in-

structions can be created and sent in a timely manner. It has been proven that 

parental knowledge plays a key role in student achievement. Our partnership 

with Global Connect will reinforce and fulfill this precedent. 

Principalôs Message 

October 2009 

Important Dates: 

 Oct. 9—GA High 

School Graduation       

Re-test 

 Oct. 10—SAT and ACT 

 Oct. 14—PSAT for all 

10th Graders 

 Oct. 14—Science Pre-

dictor Test 11th Grad-
ers 

 Oct. 17—Outside 

Grounds Workday 
9:00—12:00 

 Oct. 20—Early Release 

Day/Parent Confer-
ences 

 Oct. 21—Professional 

Learning Day/Student 
Holiday 

 Oct. 22—Report Cards 

10th 11th and 12th 
graders. Freshman 

Parent Night 6:00 pm 

 Oct. 24—SAT/ACT 

The Musketeer Compass 

Academy of R ichmond County  

ñSchool should be a 

safe and comfortable 

learning 

environment in an 

atmosphere 

conducive to 

teaching and 

learning.ò 



Extended Essay  

IB Juniors         

December 3, 2009 Introduction to EE  

December 10, 2009 EE Contract Due (signed by parent and student) 

December 17, 2009 Subject Area and Mentor Agreement  

January 19, 2010 Working Title and Bibliography Due (signed by mentor) 

February 8, 2010 Progress Report on Research and Hours with Mentor (signed by mentor) 

February 22, 2010 Rough Draft Due (minimum 3,000 words; submitted to turnitin.com) 

March 22, 2010  Final Draft Due (minimum 3,400 words; submitted to turnitin.com; 2 copies) 

April 12, 2010  Teachers submission of student work; all forms completed 

IB Seniors  

October 19, 2009 Final Draft Due (minimum 3, 400 words; submitted to turnitin.com; 2 copies) 

Mr. Hallman is our coordinator for the EE.  You may contact him at hallmma@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us or 

visit the EE website on the IB homepage.   

 

PDP Freshman Challenge 

ARCõs PDP Freshman Challenge divides the freshmen into four competitive brigades.  Each brigade is led by an ARC Fac-

ulty member and is supported by other PDP 9 teachers.   Students are randomly assigned to brigades.   Each brigade 

member can help his team earn points that will hopefully enable that group to claim the ARC Spirit Sword.     

Points are earned/deducted in the following areas:  

 

It is hoped that the brigades will create a network of friendships across boundaries and create a competitive 

spirit that will positively impact a studentõs academic performance and school spirit.   Please visit the PDP 

Freshman Challenge link on the IB webpage for pictures and Brigade lists.  

Upcoming Eventsé.. 

IB Junior & Senior Parent Meeting *Tuesday, October 13, 6pm in the ARC Media Cente 

PDP 9 and 10 Parent Meeting  *Tuesday, October 20, 6pm in the ARC Media Center 

 

 

Points Earned  

 Participation in clubs, fine arts, and athletics  

 Percentage participation for school spirit (attending 

games, etc.)  

 Total number of group hours for CAS  

Points Deducted  

 Tardies 

 Honor Code issues  

 Probation issues  

 Discipline referrals  

mailto:hallmma@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us


ARC COMPETION CHEERLEADERS PLACE SECOND AT PANTHER CHEER CLASSIC  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We came in under the radar… way under the radar.  In fact, the Academy of Richmond 
County has not boasted a competitive cheer squad in years.  After only a few short months as 

coach, I can completely understand the absence.   We faced our share of adversity, getting this 
new squad off the ground.  Recruiting itself was a challenge.  The responses were less than op-

timistic. 

“Do we have to compete against Columbia County?” 

“You want me to do what ? 

“Mrs. Morris, are you trying to kill me?!” 

The next challenge was raising funds for an experienced choreographer.    Many Satur-
day mornings were spent roasting in the sun, with hose pipes, hand towels and signs.   In spite 

of our naivety and financial instability, our new consultant was more than gracious.  Her first 
question to the girls, “How many experienced fliers do we have?” (referring to the girls who are 

lifted and tossed in the air), was met with, “What’s a flier?”  She turned to me and sighed.  We 

definitely had our work cut out for us. 

Despite a few last minute setbacks- losing athletes to re-zoning,  late auditions, financial 

issues,  injuries, cheerleaders (as well as coaches) threatening to walk out- we made it to the 
first competition.  Our inexperience was obvious.  Compared to other schools, our cheering sec-

tion was miniscule, but forceful (It’s amazing how much noise a few moms, dads and support-
ers can make).   However, despite the many obstacles leading up to their first performance, 

these girls conquered them and hushed their skeptics. 

After hearing the disparaging speeches on how we should lower our expectations for this 
first competitive season, the girls amazed us with a 2nd place win at the Panther Cheer Classic 

at Lakeside High School on September 19th.  Not bad for a first appearance.  In their elation, 
they nearly drowned out the announcement of the first place winners.  The girls danced and 

sang the “Fight Song”, usually reserved for touchdowns, around the trophy. 

 Though still relishing their victory, the girls have commenced preparations for their up-
coming competition in Carrollton, Georgia on October 10th.  Next on the agenda is the regional 
tournament in Putman County on November 7th.  If good fortune continues, the girls could 
make an appearance in the State Tournament on November 13th and 14th. 



ARC Testing Calendar 2009-2010 

Georgia High School Graduation Test: 

Math:   Monday Nov 2  Mar 22 

Science:    Tuesday Nov 3  Mar 23 

Social Studies: Wednesday Nov 4  Mar 24 

Lang Arts:   Thursday Nov 5  Mar 25 

Parent Support Group News:  


